Laparoscopic cholecystectomy in adult patients with sickle cell disease.
A gallstone is a common disease in sickle cell disease (SCD) patients, and cholecystectomy is the most common surgical procedure performed in patients with SCD. We conducted this study to determine the outcome of laparoscopic cholecystectomy (LC) as the standard surgical treatment for gallstones in adult patients with sickle cell anemia over a long period. Data of all the SCD patients who were operated between April 1994 and December 2008 were collected retrospectively. We analyzed data including age, sex, mode of admission (elective or emergency), indication for LC (chronic or acute cholecystitis), operation time, length of hospital stay, and complications. : During 1994 to 2008, there were 6014 patients who underwent LC; of those, 496 (8.25%) patients were SCD patients. The results showed significant differences in the outcome, operative time, hospital stay, and complication rate between 1994 and 2008. LC is a safe procedure in sickle cell patients with a low morbidity rate.